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the natidn, he obtained his vote without a division, isss.
without a debate, without a single speech except
his   own.1     When   he   sat   down   amid  general
cheering,, no one rose, and when Sir Arthur Otway
pronounced that the Ayes had it, no one challenged
his  decision.     Such  a   proof of   unanimity  was
not without effect upon the Russian Government.
M. de Giers contended that the agreement signed on
the 16th of March had not been broken, and that
the  unlucky encounter  at Penjdeh came within
the exception to the rule.    But after the Vote of Russian
Credit he accepted a proposal that the question o|^bit?a-e
whether there had been a breach of faith should betlon"
submitted to the chief of a neutral State, subse-
quently specified as the King of Denmark, and with
his acceptance the immediate danger of a terrible
war passed away.    When, however, Mr. Gladstone
announced this solution of the problem in Parlia-M^4.
rnent, the party spirit of the Conservatives revived, tbe Govem-
and  they  accused   the   Government   of  a   base
surrender.     The  later stages  of  the vote were
stubbornly  contested,   and   Lord   Salisbury vied
with Lord Randolph Churchill in denunciation of
the   Russian   perfidy which   had prevailed  over
Ministerial cowardice.    Yet there were few Eng-
lishmen who really in their hearts desired to fight
for Penjdeh, and the principle of arbitration, though
not popular, was essentially fair.    Lord Dufferin
had agreed with the Amir, the person principally
concerned,  that if Penjdeh remained,  as it did
remain, Russian,  he should have Maruchak and
Zulficar.     This really settled the debatable part
of the frontier, and Sir Peter Lumsden was re-
called, leaving an officer of lower rank, Colonel
Ridgeway,2 to arrange details on the spot.    The

i Lord Randolph Churchill told me that it was Sir Stafford North-
cote's failure to oppose this vote which determined the Fourth Party
to get rid of him.

* Afterwards Sir West Ridgeway,